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USCGC HALIBUT conducts rescue swim-
mer hoist operations with Air Station Los 
Angeles  
Photo by: Los Angeles  County Rescue Boat 
Captain Andrew Gregar. 



Greetings 
Friends, 
It was another busy month for HALIBUT. While on her regular patrol for Coast Guard Sector Los Angeles, HALIBUT con-
ducted numerous safety compliance boardings between the Santa Monica Bay and Santa Barbara. Additionally, HALIBUT 
coordinated assets for a Captain of the Port Safety Zone off the Santa Monica Pier for the “Red Bull Experiment” Air show. 
 
The highlight of the month, however, was HALIBUT’s participation and transit to 
San Francisco’s “Festival of Sail.” HALIBUT stopped in Santa Barbara, Morro 
Bay, and Monterey on her way up to the event in the Bay Area. The crew enjoyed 
well deserved time off in each port of call, participating in a tour of the Hearst Cas-
tle, flag football in Santa Barbara, and golf in Monterey. HALIBUT also enjoyed 
berthing at the Harbor Master’s Pier on Hyde Street at Ghirardelli Square, San 
Francisco. 
Enjoy the newsletter and thank you for your continued support! 
 
Best Regards, 
LTJG Paul Miller 
Commanding Officer 
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HALIBUT  
Morale 

 
CGC HALIBUT’S Morale Fund contributes 
directly to the Morale, Wellness, and Rec-
reation (MWR) of the crew.  Unit ball caps 
and T-Shirt sales contribute directly to this 
fund. If anyone is interested in supporting 
the morale program with either a private 
donation or through hat/t-shirt sales, please 
contact: 

Paul.J.Miller@uscg.mil 
SEE BACK PAGE FOR ORDER FORM 

HALIBUT CREW PROFILE   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Richard Kurtze 
Age:  21 
Hometown:  Kingsman, AZ 
Favorite Part of Job:  Constantly learning, on the job 
training 
Interesting Fact: Richard loves the “rush” of a Search 
and Rescue Case and knowing he has helped some-
one in need. 
Career Aspirations:  Pursue AMT Rate, become a Coast 
Guard Aviator 

LTJG Miller with Director Rob Reiner at a re-
cent event at Dodgers Stadium. CGC EAGLE at the Golden Gate Bridge 

A view of the San Francisco Skyline from  
USCGC HALIBUT. 

STAR SIGHTING  

Photo by Trent Kelly AUX 

mailto:Paul.J.Miller@uscg.mil�
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NAVY LEAGUE CRUISE TO CATALINA  HALIBUT recently 
hosted members of 
the Beverley Hills 
Council of the Navy 
League for a family 
& friends cruise to 
Avalon, Catalina 
Island. 
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HALIBUT sailed to 
San Francisco, CA to 
support the Festival 
of Sail. The parade 
was lead by CGC EA-
GLE. HALIBUT 
stopped in Santa Bar-
bara, Morro Bay, and 
Monterey on its way 
up California’s Cen-
tral Coast. Highlights 
of the trip included a 
visit to the HEARST 

Castle, golf in Monterey, and 
two nights moored at Ghirardelli 
Square in San Francisco. 

FESTIVAL  
OF SAIL 

San Francisco 
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ON PATROL 

More pictures from HALIBUT’s patrol, including Red Bull Experiment, 
Monterey, Santa Barbara, and helicopter operations. 
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Santa Barbara, CA 

Recreational Vessel Termination 

Morro Bay, CA 

PO Tinajero with EAGLE and 
GGB in the background 

Hearst Castle 
San Simeon, CA 

Hearst 
Castle 



CGC POINT BRIDGE History: 
The Search and Rescue Case of the Sailing Vessel MARY ROMER 

As recounted by RD3 Wayne Smith, CGC POINT BRIDGE 

… I was thankful for those two monster V-12 diesels that kept cranking, 
without skipping a beat, and the tough hull that would put up with the 
punishment we gave it! Nevertheless, running at 600 shaft turns was too 
much for the boat and we eventually had to slow to 400 shaft turns or 
about 11-12kts. At one point the boat lost its white masthead running 
light which snapped loose from its mount and swung upside down for a 
couple of minutes from the electrical cord before breaking off and fal-
ling to the deck. At first we thought the light shinning down on the deck 
was coming from a CG helo scanning the deck. When the light broke 
loose and hit the deck, we knew otherwise. 
 
Down on the deck, the seas rolled across both the fore deck and main 
deck at will. A the stern of the boat, both port and starboard, were angle iron racks fixed to the deck. Each held two 6 
gallon metal gas cans. By dawns light we could see both brackets and all gas cans were gone! Under these conditions 
water found its way into the boat. The hatch on the fore deck leading to the crews’ berthing directly below proved not to 
be completely water tight, and water leaked throughout the night into the stairwell leading from the mess deck hatch up 
into the crews quarters. Water crashing over the top of the bride eventually found its way down through the boat and 
leaked into the midship Petty Officer berthing from the overhead. The port and starboard air vents behind the steps lead-
ing from the main deck to the fore deck were also sources of leaks. The port side vent leaked behind the SS galley 
counter onto the deck. The starboard side vent leaked into the dry stores compartment which drained out onto the mess 
deck. Although the water eventually found its way into the bilge, the decks being constantly awash kept a steady flow of 
water coming through the two vents and down on the mess deck throughout the night. The mess deck had a constant 1/2 
inch of water swirling from side to side. 
 
Added to the problem of water on the deck, the fridge door, normally held closed by a bungee cord running from the 
handle to the ladder grab rail, swung open several items, spitting out several one gallon jugs of milk, which burst upon 
impact. A 3 gallon coffee can used to collect grease at the base of the electric range had also dumped its contents of liq-
uid grease onto the mess deck. The mixture of all the above made for a deck that was a slick as ice. With the boat rolling 
and pitching it was impossible to stand up without holding on with both hands. I had the first watch from 1900—2400, 
although most of us were on the bridge for the first few hours. Conditions on the bridge were rough. Gear was flying all 
over the place. The drawers in the chart table jumped out of their tracks and shot across the wheel house like missiles. 
They were replaced a couple of times only to repeat the same performance. After that the drawers were left on the deck, 
their contents being tossed in the air and then ground under everyone’s boots. Charts, navigation instruments, flash-
lights, ect were everywhere. In those days all messages were hand written down long hand. When CG Group asked us to 
take a message, the skipper radioed back that would have to wait, we needed two hands just to hold on. Also, all SI-
TREPS would be radioed in only. Plotting a fix became a major challenge. 
 
At 2400 I was relieved on the bridge and I laid below. Although we had reduced speed to 400 shaft turns, it was still the 
ride from hell! As I reached the bottom of the ladder below decks, I saw the mess deck was still awash, as before, but 
added to the mess was the contents of the galley garbage can (15gallons of slop) and assorted galley utensils and pots 
and pans. All of which had found their way out of their secured spots and were now scattered all over the deck. I had no 
desire to go forward to the crews quarters for I knew what awaited one there, so I wedged myself in the corner of the 
“L” shaped dinning table, pushing my left foot into the table pedestal to secure myself. My tired bones ached for sleep 
but there would be no sleep, only brief snatches of dozing for a minute or two until the next violent roll or pitch of the 
boat what would snap you awake in a heartbeat! This process was repeated over and over for the next four hours. It felt 
like psychological warfare. LT Kelly came below a couple of times during the next 4 hours and flopped down at the 
mess deck table, put his head down on his arms for a brief respite of 2-3 minutes, then dashed back up to the bridge. I 
suspect that during those few minutes of rest he was asking himself, why me, Lord?!... 
 

TO BE FINISHED IN NEXT MONTH’S NEWSLETTER 



HALIBUT on You Tube 
To see the latest CGC HALIBUT YouTube 
Video, please  Go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=us+coast+guard+halibut&sea
rch_type= 
 

Or click on the You Tube logo below 

 
Cilantro Pesto 
 
• 1c cilantro leaves 
• 2 garlic cloves 
• 2 tblsp pine nuts 
• 1/4c cotijia + another 1/2c reserved for later 
• 1/2c olive oil 
• Salt and fresh cracked pepper to taste 
Put all ingredients in food processor, proc-
ess until smooth. 

 
 

Lobster Tails 
 
• 2 lobster tails split 
• Drizzle with olive oil, sea salt and fresh 

cracked pepper to taste 
 
Preheat grill. Place tails on grill split side down 
3min and flip. Spoon on pesto and reserved 
cheese. Enjoy! 
 

FS2’s Recipe of the Month 
Cooking the Coast Guard Way 
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THE BREAKWALL 
Editors:   AUX Ray J. Pages  
               LTJG Paul Miller 

USCGC HALIBUT 
(WPB 87340) 
13871 Fiji Way 
Marina Del Rey, CA 
90292 
 

310.823.2300 

Videos by SN Brandon Blackwell 

HALIBUT underway in San Francisco Bay for 
the Festival of Sail. 

GRILLED LOBSTER TAILS WITH CILANTRO PESTO & COTIJIA CHEESE 
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HALIBUT  
Morale 
ORDER 
FORM  

 Official USCGC HALIBUT Crew T-Shirts  
 

No. of each Size _____XXL _____XL _____L _____M   

No. of T shirts ______@ $20 each = $_______ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Official USCGC HALIBUT Unit Ball Caps 
 

No. Ball Caps _____@ $15 each = $_______ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Morale Donation $_______ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please Add $8.95 for shipping on all orders  
 

Make checks payable to  
SECTOR LA/LB MORALE ATTN: HALIBUT  

 
ORDER TOTAL $_____      __            

You will receive a confirmation email when your order has been shipped 

Please send this order form & checks to:  
 

HALIBUT MORALE  
13871 Fiji Way  
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
 
 

Questions?  310.823.2300 or Paul.J.Miller@uscg.mil 

Back 
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